
6 pieces of 
advice I know 

for sure
(From family members I tried to ignore)

By Shamontiel L. Vaughn



The “don’t talk” kid
(And why two pieces of advice get ½ scores.)



1. “Two wrongs don’t 
make a right.”

-tied with- 

½. “Everybody is not your 
friend. But everybody’s not 

not your friend either.”

- Gwendolyn Y. Vaughn 
(Mom, who calls me 

“Ms. Vaughn”)



Why her “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

“When people do get 
revenge, they can no 
longer trivialize the 

situation. Instead, they go 
over and over it and feel 

worse.”  

Source: Psychology Today

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/pieces-mind/201309/revenge-will-you-feel-better


2. “Learn how to do your 
own taxes. Don’t pay 

someone else to help you 
save money.” 

- Deacon Richard C. 

Vaughn (Dad, who calls me 
“Monnie”)



Why his “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

“A National Society of Accountants 
survey released in 2015 found the 

average fee to complete a Form 1040 
with itemized deductions on Schedule 
A and a state tax return was $273. You 

can buy tax software, on the other 
hand, for less than $100.” 

Source: USA Today

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2017/02/06/should-you-do-your-taxes-yourself-hire-tax-preparer/97198816/


3. “Don’t have too 
much bitter in 

your sweet.”

- Lendsey Y. Vaughn (My 
brother, who calls me 

“Sputnik”)



Why his “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

“Focusing on and noticing 
the good qualities in the 

world around us gives our 
moods a boost all by itself. 

Plus, it is a kind of 
cognitive training, a 

training of attention.”  

Source: Psychology Today

https://www.psychologytoday.com/articles/200403/the-art-the-compliment


4. “Get your 
diploma.”

-Marguerite Coleman 
(Aunt Marguerite, who 

calls me “Chocolate 
Cake”)



Why her “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

10 college majors where women 
make more than men

1. Architecture

2. Music

3. Social Work

4. Advertising 

5. Environmental Science

6. Chemical Engineering

7. Kinesiology (The study of body 

movements)

8. Mechanical Engineering

9. Sports Management

10. Anthropology

Source: CNBC

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/26/10-college-majors-where-women-go-on-to-earn-more-than-men.html


5. “Don’t get a credit 
card unless you can 
pay it off promptly.”

-tied with- 

½.  “Stay away from 
birds with baggage.”

- Samuel R. Vaughn 
(Grandad, who 

calls me “Da 
Punkin”)



Why his “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

“Rather than using the minimum 
payment due, with the debt 

snowball you continue to pay a set 
amount each month. As the 

difference between what you are 
paying and the required minimum 

payment grows, more of your 
payment will be going to 

principal.”

Source: Forbes

https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertberger/2016/12/15/the-fastest-and-slowest-way-to-pay-off-credit-card-debt/#5bdc3b112803


Why his “2 cents” 
is “on the money”

See how adorable these 
puppies are in the basket? 
What if both of them had 
rabies? Now they’re just 

cute basket cases.


